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most important, a manufacturing city of some 175,000
inhabitants. After the failure to capture Madrid in
March the Italians and Germans turned to the North,
and began their campaign against a group of men who
were completely isolated, except by air, and almost
without munitions* The summer months saw one of
those wars of machinery against men which move a
certain type of person in England to ecstasies of admira-
tion for the machine. It was a campaign not altogether
unlike the later stages of the Ethiopian war, except that
the aeroplanes used explosive and incendiary bombs,
but not poison gas, and the Asturian miners and the
Basque peasants were incomparably better fighters
than the Ethiopian levies or regular troops.

The reductipn of the northern provinces was a German

rather than an Italian undertaking.   After Brihuega

the Italians were kept discreetly in the background,

though there were always some Blackshirts ready to

make triumphal marches into captured towns.   The

campaign was  planned  with  Teutonic  thoroughness

and ruthlessness from Burgos, and was based on the

complete control of the air by the Germans in the

country north of that city.  Attempts were made to fly

Government aeroplanes over from eastern Spain, but

owing to. the shortage of aerodromes and the complete

lack of any ground defences against the air,  those

aeroplanes which arrived were generally destroyed on

the ground. The Basques and Asturians fought to the end,

but they were cut off from any help by land, sea, and air.

Don Antonio Ruiz Vilaplana, the judge at Burgos,

describes the scene there preparatory to this offensive.

Daily we saw regular Italian troops, and motor
convoys arriving in Burgos; in the aerodromes of